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Whereas such Confessions are  
   formulated relatively seldom,  
  confessing itself is a basic way  
    of defining the daily task in  
        the life of all Christians.

– Eberhard Busch  (Barmen Theses Then & Now, 8-9)
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THE CONCEPT “REFORMED CONFESSION”

▸ EMPHASIZE ORDINARY EVERYDAY CONFESSING (CONFESSIO CONTINUA)

▸ DEEMPHASIZE EXTRAORDINARY CONFESSIONS (STATUS CONFESSIONIS)

▸ CONTEXUTALIZE CONFESSIONS (NOUN) AS PRODUCT 
  OF CONFESSING PRACTICE (VERB)

▸ RELATIVIZE THE CONTRIBUTION OF CONFESSIONAL “AUTHORS”

▸ PRIORITIZE COLLECTIVE PARTICIPATION OF COMMUNITY
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PATH TO THE REICH:
‣ 1932  Nazis Win 38% Reichstag

‣ 1933  Hitler Chancellor (January)

‣ 1933  Hitler Führer (March)

‣ 1934  Hitler Abolishes Government



“WE TOLERATE NO ONE 
IN OUR RANKS WHO 
ATTACKS CHRISTIANITY. 
OUR MOVEMENT IS 
CHRISTIAN.”

– Adolph Hitler  (1928)



ROAD TO BARMEN:
‣ 1933…  Gleichshaltung Campaign

‣ 1933  Pfarrernotbund  (September)

‣ 1934  Confessing Church (May)

‣ 1933  Aryan Paragraph (April)



“NATIONAL SOCIALISM IS THE  
  DOING OF GOD’S WILL. GOD’S  
    WILL REVEALS ITSELF IN GERMAN    
        BLOOD.…TRUE CHRISTIANITY   
        IS REPRESENTED BY THE PARTY.  

…THE FÜHRER IS THE HERALD
        OF A NEW REVELATION.”

– Hans Kerrl  (1933)









(1)  I oblige myself to execute my ministry as a servant of the Word, 
holding myself bound solely to holy scripture and to the Confessions 
of the Reformation as the correct exposition of holy scripture 

(2)  I oblige myself to protest, regardless of the cost, against every  
violation of this confessional stand

(3)  I hold myself responsible to the utmost of my power for those 
who are persecuted on account of this confessional stand

(4) In this obligation, I bear witness that the application of the Aryan 
Paragraph within the sphere of the Church of Christ has violated this 
confessional stand



THE BARMEN DECLARATION: THE BASICS

▸ JOINT SYNOD OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES

▸ CONCURRENT STATEMENT OF LUTHERAN, REFORMED, UNITED

▸ DISSENSION & SECESSION FROM REICHSKIRCHE (STATE CHURCH)

▸ REJECTION OF STATE IMPOSITION & UNION OF ALTAR & THRONE



(1) Jesus Christ is the one Word of God 
revealed by the witness of Scripture

(2) Salvation of the Gospel brings obligation of 
the Law for both discipleship and citizenship

(3) As community faith & religious institution, 
Church belongs to Christ alone

(4) Ministry of Christ given equally to each & 
every member of the community

(5) State is responsible for justice & peace; 
rulers & ruled alike share this responsibility

(6) The Grace of the Gospel & the mission of 
the Church are for all persons & peoples

(1) No other word, person, people (VOLK), or 
event has authority of revelation

(2) There are no other lords beyond or beside 
Jesus Christ

(3) Theology, morality, liturgy, & ecclesiology 
cannot be subordinated to ideology

(4) There can be no special leaders (FÜHRER) 
in the Church or for the Church

(5) The state can neither neglect justice & 
peace, nor assert totalitarian order

(6) Neither the German people (VOLK) nor the 
German State (REICH) has a divine mission





“While the Lutheran Church slept, 
the Reformed Remained Awake”

“I revised the text of the six theses that 
afternoon fortified by strong coffee and 
one or two Brazilian cigars”

“I wrote all of it, except for nineteen words 
added by Assmussen”



Twelve Rounds of            f Editing

Eight Distinct Versions

Five Co-Authors &
T               en Direct Contributors



Frankfurt 15-16 May:
Rough Outline
Barth’s First Draft
Basel Manuscript
Archetype
Frankfurt Concord

Leipzig/Erlangen 17-28 May:

Leipzig Counter-Proposal

Stoll “Message” Version

Erlangen Counter-Proposal
Barmen 29-31 May:

Stoll / Concord/ Leipzig Versions

Proposal Version

Revised Thesis Five: FINAL VERSION



▸ May 1933   Düsseldorf Confession

▸ August 1933   Bethel Confession

▸ May 1934  Bonn Flyer 

▸ January 1934  Declaration of the Right 
Understanding of Reformation Confessions

PRECEDENTS & COMPONENTS 
OF THE BARMEN DECLARATION:

▸ January 1933   Word & Confession of the Altona Pastors 
in the Midst of the Problems & Confusions of Public Life
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Take your Bible and your 
newspaper, and read them 
both. But interpret your 
newspaper from your Bible,    
not the other way around.
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